
 6th Grade Science Summer Activity 

Week 2 A Tour of Earth’s Surface 
Parent 
Information 

Topography refers to the shape of earth’s surface.  It is usually described in 
terms of elevation, relief and landforms.  Elevation refers to height above (or 
below) sea level.  Relief is the difference between the highest and lowest 
elevations and landforms refers to the actual visible features; mountains, 
valleys, deltas, etc. 

Benchmark SC.6.E.6.2  Recognize that there are a variety of different landforms on 
Earth's surface such as coastlines, dunes, rivers, mountains, glaciers, deltas, 
and lakes and relate these landforms as they apply to Florida 

Objective Student will be able to explain what topography includes and describe major 
landforms of an area. 

Duration 1-2 hours 
 

Materials Map of the US Elevation (attached) 
Magazines, Newspapers or internet access. 

 
Procedures Imagine you and your family are planning your summer vacation together.  

Everyone wants to do something different!  Mom wants to see Niagra Falls, 
while Dad has wanted to visit the Grand Canyon since he was a boy.  Your 
little sister wants to see mountains.  Where would you like to go?  What 
landforms would you see there?   
Use the map attached to determine the topography of the places you and 
your family would like to visit.  Plan your trip, then write a story describing 
what you expect to see at each stop on your route, as well as any interesting 
landforms you might see on your way! 

FCAT 
Practice  

1. Which of the following is NOT included in describing topography? 
A.  Elevation 
B. Relief 
C. Depth 
D. Landforms 

                                                    Answer:  C 
2.  Which of the following would be the most difficult to hike through? 

A. Valleys 
B. Mountains 
C. Plains 
D. Plateau 

                                                    Answer:  B 
Extension Question:   
A cartographer is someone who creates maps.  How do you think 
cartographers gather data about elevation?   

Extra Help 
A cool website for viewing US elevation and relief maps: 
http://birrell.org/andrew/reliefMaps/ 
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